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Abstract

The region of Karabakh situated at the nexus of political and social conflicts over the past three centuries
experienced diverse administrative systems under Iranian, Ottoman, and Russian rule, which has given rise to
competing historical narratives. This study uniquely analyzed 4 sequential administrative records spanning the
Safavid (Ijmal Register, 1595 CE), Ottoman (Mufassal Register, 1727 CE), and Russian periods (Reports of
1823 and Censuses of 1886/1897). Together, these documents provided an unparalleled continuous dataset for
regional historical analysis. The research aimed to determine the nature and methodology of these records, trace
their structural and content evolution, and correlate their data with contemporary socio-political events. The
findings indicated that each record reflected the administrative logic and state policies of its time, mirroring
shifts in governance and population structure. Discrepancies in the data were primarily attributable to the
differing objectives and implementation mechanisms of each era. Through comparative analysis, this study
offered a deeper understanding of the administrative and social history of Karabakh.
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Introduction

Locally, Karabakh witnessed a fundamental tension between two opposing social orders: one rooted in the
Iranian bureaucratic tradition and Turkman tribal culture and another based on Armenian church authority and
feudal aristocracy. Translocally, the region oscillated between the dominance of three major powers: Iran, the
Ottoman Empire, and Russia. Consequently, historical source descriptions of Karabakh were often fragmented,
numerous, and sometimes contradictory. The surviving administrative registers were thus pivotal, offering
precise data for cross-verification with other historical accounts. Their exceptional continuity—providing
structured administrative data from the late 16th to the late 19th century—was unmatched for Iranian provinces
and offered a unique opportunity to study political, administrative, and demographic transformations. Historical
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historiography concerning Karabakh generally fell into 3 categories: official external histories, local Armenian
chronicles, and the Qarabagnames. Official histories offered limited internal details, often focusing solely on
military roles. Armenian sources, while significant, frequently lacked precision due to their authors' aristocratic
backgrounds and inherent bias against Iranian rule—particularly against the Javanshir dynasty.
The Qarabagnames written under Javanshir patronage (though published later under Russian oversight)
provided detailed geographical accounts but contained exaggerations. The administrative registers overcame
these limitations by offering precise social, political, and economic data, thereby enabling the verification of
contemporary historical works and reflecting the region's administrative and bureaucratic framework.

Materials & Methods

This research was based on a comparative analysis of 4 key administrative records related to Karabakh Province:
the Ottoman registers (Ijmal of 1003 AH/1595 CE, Mufassal of 1137 AH/1727 CE, and Ijmal of 1144 AH/1732
CE) and the Russian surveys (Report of 1823 and the Censuses of 1886/1897). Each register was compiled
within a distinct administrative and bureaucratic framework, resulting in fundamental structural and content
differences. The analysis focused on comparing the fiscal focus of the Ottoman records, the tribal categorization
of the Safavid period, and the modern ethnic and religious categorization of the Russian era. The study traced the
evolution from land-based taxation methods to modern population enumeration techniques across these three
imperial epochs.

Research Findings

The Ottoman Ijmal Register of 1595 CECreated after the Ottoman Conquest: This register was primarily fiscal
in nature, detailing annual taxes based on land tenure types (khass, za ‘amat, timar, or milk). It organized data
geographically into six liwas, encompassing qadas and nahiyas. Crucially, the register revealed demographic
upheaval following the Safavid collapse: approximately 14.7% (161 villages) were marked as "empty and
ruined"”, heavily concentrated in the Dizak/Arasbar region, reflecting the migration of pro-Safavid groups. Data
on Muslims, particularly tribal affiliations (such as Qajar, Otuziki, and Duzdhar), were detailed. However,
Armenian demographic data were notably vague. Calculations based on the non-Muslim head tax suggested only
6,435 individuals, and only 16 villages were explicitly marked as "Armenian”, ignoring known centers like
Gandzasar.

The Safavid Daftar-e Mofarradat-e Ajam: Although not extant and known only through Ottoman
documents, this register suggested a more granular census methodology, meticulously recording men over 15,
family members, and even Christian clergy. This indicated an advanced administrative accounting system in
place prior to the Ottoman takeover.

The Ottoman Mufassal (1727) and Ijmal (1732) Registers: These registers showed a more organized fiscal
structure but also documented severe damage, particularly in Ganja. They noted the migration of tribes, such as
the Kabirli to Russia, as a result of ensuing insecurity. The Ijmal of 1732 also separately recorded taxes from
regions not submitting to Ottoman administration—such as Khachen-Gerger—indicating ongoing local
resistance.

The 1823 Russian Compiled Report of Karabakh Province: This report reflected a transitional system
organized by mahall (districts or tribal units). Based on interviews with local begs and meliks (who may have
understated figures to evade taxes), the report detailed the newly founded city of Shusha. Contrary to later
Armenian histories that claimed Armenian dominance, the overwhelming majority of household heads listed in
the section of Shusha were Muslim or Turkman, with the largest quarter being "Tabrizli" (162 households),
reflecting recent resettlement policies under the Javanshir Khans. The report also documented population
cleansing in highland areas following 18th-century unrest, showing formerly mixed villages (such as Hasan
Qaya) becoming exclusively Armenian.

The Russian Censuses of 1886 and 1897: These censuses employed a modern, detailed methodology based
on ethnicity and religion. The 1886 data for the Shusha Uyezd (district), which incorporated key Karabakh areas,
showed a total population of 352,858. In Shusha city, the population was 126,246 comprising 73,081 Armenians
(58.36%) and 52,887 Tatars (Azeris), marking a significant demographic shift in the urban center compared to
the 1823 findings. The 1897 census confirmed this urban trend but showed a marked decrease in the recorded
Kurdish population across the region.
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Discussion of Results & Conclusion

The comparative analysis traced several clear demographic waves: negative migration following the collapse of
Safavid authority; population displacement and ethnic cleansing in the highlands during the instability of the
18th century (as evidenced by the loss of Muslim populations in Dizak/Arasbar); organized resettlement policies
under the Javanshir Khans, which led to an initial Muslim majority in the newly established city of Shusha;
forced migration during the subsequent Russo-Persian Wars; and finally, a pronounced demographic shift under
Russian rule, resulting in significant growth of the Armenian population in urban hubs like Shusha. While the
macro-structure—Muslims predominating in the lowlands (Aran) and Armenians concentrated in the
highlands—Iargely persisted, the most critical and discernible change documented across these sources was the
accelerated move toward "spatial and ethnic polarization" marked by the drastic reduction of mixed villages
throughout the province.
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