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Abstract

The Madian 1 hazar dadestan (Madayan T hazar dadestan), the sole surviving legal text from the Sasanian period,
provides significant insights into the legal system and procedural rules of that era. This study examined the legal
rulings issued in the Darabgerd Court concerning two key topics: adoption of girls and women's rights. Utilizing
a descriptive and analytical approach, the research investigated how these rulings were shaped and their
implications for women's legal status. The hypothesis posited that legal decisions regarding women in the
Darabgerd Court served as precedents for judges throughout the empire. Findings revealed that supportive
rulings facilitated women's inheritance rights and guardianship of adopted children, highlighting the evolving
judicial landscape under the Sasanians.
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Introduction

The Madian T hazar dadestan is a crucial legal text from the Sasanian period, offering valuable information on
the era's legal frameworks and judicial practices. This research focused on the rulings issued by the Darabgerd
Court, particularly regarding the legal status of women, including issues of adoption and rights as a second wife.
By examining the legal decisions made in this court, the study sought to answer this question: How were legal
rulings related to women formulated in the Darabgerd Court during the Sasanian era? The hypothesis suggested
that the rulings from Darabgerd were influential references for judges across the empire. Previous studies had
explored various aspects of women's legal status in the Madian T hazar dadestan, but this research uniquely
concentrated on the Darabgerd Court's rulings.

Materials & Methods

This study employed a descriptive and analytical methodology to explore the legal rulings issued in the
Darabgerd Court. The analysis was grounded in the text of the Madian 1 hazar dadestan, focusing on specific
legal issues related to women. Evidence from the text was examined to uncover the legal procedures and rulings
concerning the adoption of girls and the rights of women in family law. The research utilized comparative
analysis to assess how the rulings from the Darabgerd Court differed from those in other regions of the Sasanian
Empire.

Research Findings

Examination of the Madian 1 hazar dadestan revealed that adoption laws were contingent upon the father's
consent and while there was some disagreement among judges regarding the rights of adopted children, the
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Darabgerd Court acknowledged the guardianship of both adopted boys and girls. Furthermore, the court's rulings
on the legal status of concubines demonstrated a more favorable treatment compared to other regions, allowing
for exceptional circumstances that elevated their status. The findings indicated that the Darabgerd Court played a
pivotal role in shaping legal precedents that benefited women within the Sasanian legal system.

Discussion of Results & Conclusion

The results of this study underscored the importance of the Darabgerd Court in the Sasanian legal landscape,
particularly in issuing rulings that advanced women's rights. The supportive legal decisions regarding adoption
and concubinage not only reflected the court's progressive stance, but also suggested that these rulings served as
a reference point for judges throughout the empire. The research contributed to a deeper understanding of the
judicial practices of the Sasanian period, illustrating how the intertwining of law and religion influenced legal
rulings. It is hoped that this critical examination will foster further studies on the legal status of women during
the Sasanian era and the lasting impact of the Darabgerd Court's decisions.
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