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Abstract

This study aimed to analyze the genealogy of the popular term ‘Sadr ul-Islam’ (early
Islam) and explore the why and how of its uses in the historiography literature in the last
century by using a descriptive and historical analysis method. This term and other similar
terms such as ‘Sadr ul-Awal’ (early period), ‘Sadr ul-Awal lil-Islam’ (early period of Islam),
and ‘Sadr ul-Awal fil-Islam’ (early period in Islam) have been widely used in historical
books, translations, scholarly works, and even in Kalam (Islamic scholastic theology) and
Figh (Islamic jurisprudence), which all refer to the period from the Prophet Muhammad’s era
to Tabi’in era (the period from the Prophet Muhammad’s era to the Umayyad era) or the
period from the Prophet Muhammad’s era to the Tabi’ al-Tabi’in era (the period from the
Prophet Muhammad’s era to the first period of the Abbasid era). Despite its widespread use in
the contemporary literature, the term is ambiguous and is paradoxically defined at times, and
no scholarly work has ever attempted to define it clearly. The analysis of the uses of this term
in the historical texts proved effective in the clarification of this term and in the prevention of
inappropriate uses of this term in the titles of any book, treatise, or paper.

Introduction

Historical experience shows that fallacies, especially rhetorical fallacies, have always been
common, and Plato has written a book about such fallacies and discussed how to avoid them.
Despite the need for a clear definition of the concept, a review of different new books, theses,
and papers and online searches reveal many works, whose titles contain the concept of ‘early
Islam’. But no clear definition of the term has yet been provided. In contrast, there is a long
history of over a thousand years of the uses of this concept in historical books, translations,
scholarly works, including Hadith and Figh texts. Despite such a long history of the related
literature, no study has ever been conducted on the concept, failing to define it clearly.
Therefore, the present research has pursued this aim by relying on ancient historical,
jurisprudential, theological and literary sources using descriptive and historical analysis
methods.

Material & Methods

The term early Islam as used bX the Muhaddiths (Hadith scholars) and Faqihs (Islamic
jurists) of the 1% century AH (the 7" century AD) and as also used in the historical books and
literary scholarly works, including Kalam and Figh texts, of the 3™ century AH to the 5t
century AH (the 10" century AD to the 12" century AD) might be explained according to
four narratives or traditions: (1) the Prophet Muhammad’s era (11-13 AH/610-632 AD), (2)
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the early Sahaba (companions) of the Prophet Muhmmad’s era (13-41 AH/610-661 AD), (3)
the companions of the Prophet Muhmmad’s era to the end of the 1% century AH (13-100
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